War album collated by Miss Patricia Beauchamp Waddell who served with
the «First Aid Nursing Yeomanry CorpgdF.A.N.Y.] during World War | in the
area surrounding Calais, France.

The album
Album of original photographs and reminders collected by Miss Patricia Beauchamp Waddell from
1914 ,when she joined the F.A.N.Y. until 1916
The album is guartovolume, landscape format, 255 x 305 mm (10 x thé9. There are 184 pages
of strong thick black paper, some of them mounted on strong thick dark grey paper, on which have
been stuck:
1 277 original photographs, of which 27 awetavo or large octavo format (six signed
« Alfieri», from Alfieri Picture Service, London, which appears to have been a Press picture
digributor) 51 duodecimoformat and 199 inl6 mo, 18 mo or 24 mo format. Most have
handwritten legends.
1 12 original documents, including an autograph letter, dased signed by Lieutenant Grace
Ashley Smithan official Restrictedrea Pass etc..
9 63 press cutting (or sets of press cuttings), some wattnotatedphotographs.

A printed booklet presenting the

F.A.N.Yhas been inserted4 pages in
smallduodecimoformat).

The album isin its original edition

Bradel binding, covered with blue cloth
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front cover.

Most of the photographs are beautifully

printed, well contrasted in black and

white or sometimes inS&epia, and are

well conservedMost have handwritten

annotations by Miss Patricia
Beauchamp Waddeliyith the location

name of the persons etc.
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the corners are ragged, the quires are partly unstitched), the inside, despite unavoidable traces of

wear, remains fresh. We recommend that, aftersewingthe quires, the document is kept in a

slipcase or a folder, as it reached &hould the binding be restored, the work must be perfect in

order to avoid further damage.

The FIRST AID NURSING YEOMANRY (F.A.N.Y.)

The FIRST AID NURSING YEOMARRWN.YJ, now Princess Royal's
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fighting units andield hospitals. During the First Wd War, FANYs ran field
hospitals, drove ambulances and set up soup kitchens and troop canteens,

often in KA 3IKf & RI y3S NPHgE/ MWW anyRA.UKA et ¢ & 0
objective of the Corps was to assist the Royathy Medical Corps in time of

war by providing mounted detachments with horse ambulance wagons, to

take the woundedfrom Clearing Hospitalgr Dressing Stations and convoy them to Base Hospitals or

to the nearest railheagl (http://www.scarletfinders.co.uk. The F.A.N.Y. was headed by Lieutenant
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front lines in 1914, she begaas a nurse in Antwerp (Belgiunij. the alled retreat from Antwerp,

she fell behind German lines but she suats® in escaping German captu®ack in England, Mc
Dougall unsuccessfully petitioned the War Office to lg&t.N.Yunit accepted for service. She finally
offered the unit to the Belgias. In October 1914 she established the fifsA.N.Yhospital at Calais

as well @ a dressing station at Ooskirke, one mile behind the trenches. She later established a
typhoid hospital, a convalescent camp for British soldiers and a convoy of ambudiaversfor the

Brith 8 K NB R ONX&nd SvardA Historeal Bnéyclopedia from Antiquity to the Present, ABC
Clio, 2002 TheF.A.N.Ycorps based in Calais was active in a relatively large area from the North of
France to the South of Belgium [asos/n by the original photographs taken in Boulogne, Calais,
Dunkerque, Dixmude, Ypres, etc..]. The F.ANeYe the firstand onlywomen at the front until

they werejoined by Red Crossurses Theywere also the first to wear a Khaki uniforimcluding
trousers,which stupefied the people ansbldiers they met.

Miss Patricia Beauchamp Waddell

The album illustrates the memories of Patricia Beauchamp Waddell
(18921972) that she relates in her book «Fanny goes to war»
published in 1919 by John Murray (London) withirgroduction by
Major-General H.N. ThompsoiThis book is still very popular as
shown by the number of cfine versions (for example in the
Internet Archiveof the Canadian Libraries)
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/16521/16521h/16521-h.htm.

The album that we proposis insynchronous chronology wittihe
book andrecountsthe first two years of theF.A.N.XQ émmitment

in the war. PB Waddellenrolled inthe F.A.N.Xn July 1914or a
military training campin Pirbright (Surreybut sheonly joired the corps at the Lamark hospital in
Calais in January 1915 where sherked incare and logistics. 1h916, after being trained in driving
and mechanics during a leave, slerked as an ambulance driven the British Red Cross convoy
based near Calaig Cumberland lady motorist at the fromf. The main partof the album stops
when Miss Patricia Beichamp Waddelvas amputatedfollowing an injury then repatriated after
being awardedhe & rfoix de guerré by Général Ditte ay 1916)

Documents and photographs

The album beginsvith a manuscript letter
by Lieutenant Grace Ashley Smith for the
recruitment of Patricia Beauchamp
Waddell in the F.A.N.XThe opposite page
is illustrated by acolour drawing of the
F.A.N.Yemblem The first pages (2 to 32)
illustrate the F.AN.Y. training camp in
Pirbright in July 1914, with horse riding and
first aid exercisesinder the direction of a
medical officerimmobilizationwith splints
and use of stretchers)jfe under canvas
group photographs with the Bulldog
mascot « Castor» and a very beautiful
portrait (large format photograph) of
Grace Ashley Smitlexercising Some press cuttingare included whichreproduce the original
photographs of the album

The activity of the F.A.N.Y. on the war front in 1914, is preseni#ld presscuttings anda few
photographs(p 33to 50). A manuscript list enumerates the eight young ladies of the RrAtN.Y.
detachment who establishetthe Lamarckhospital in a school near the cathedral
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Pagesr1 to 149correspond tothe year1915 whenthe F.A.N.XQ activity was centeredat Lamarck
hospitalwhichreceived injured soldiers and typhoid patienkdany small format photographs were
probably taken directlyby Beauchamp Waddell. A particular set of photographs illustrates the
bombing of the Calais cathedral and the hospital by a Zeppaiih
(18 March 1915).0ne phdograph marked with a crossndicates the
place where Miss Beauchamp Waddell stood when the bomb fell.
This attack describedin her book is also related in a large press
cutting signed by PFBeauchamp WaddellThe photographs describe
other acions of the F.A.N.Y. on the front (canteen wonkobile
baths etc.), and concertsthat the F.A.N.Ygave under the name of
FANTASTIKDhere is also a photograph taken in Paris during a leave.
Pages 15@ 160 correspond tothe year1916, during which Patricia
Beauchamp Waddelvorked asan ambulance driverShedrove a
Mors Lorry then Napier 4 cylindersalled « Susans. The convoy
participated inthe evacuaton of injured soldies, brought by train or
barges to the Fontinettes statioto hospitals surrounding Calaasd
from there,to the Boulogne harbgto return themto EnglandThee

are few photographs since personal cameraswere forbidden.
However,two largephotographsinsertedshow the destructiorof the Sussex ferry torpedoesh the
24th of March 1916 by a German submarinéhen brought toBoulogneharbor (we know from the
book that these photgrapts were taken by artofficial ¥ 2 NJ C) Ndvo/horSeéhairs aretisck on a
page éhe used to ride a grey horse during liew moments of rest. Patricia Beauchamp Waddell
was injured when driving a lorthat she drove for a few dayfages 16479 are empty Thelast
pages of the album (180 amhwardg presentlater documents; some were probably inserted when
she returned to France to vidite FAN.Y. corps in 191&r after the end of the war

Miss Patricia Beauchamp
Waddell appears to have
been a dwar correspondent
for several newspapers,
mainly British[see the press
cuttings from the French
magazinedMiroiré, and from
the oDaily Maig, dDaily
Mirrorg, dThe Daily
Chroniclé, dThe Stag, dThe
Windsor Magazing etc].
Some of the photographs
included in the press cuttings
are reprodudions of the
originalonespresented in the
album, with the legends
written on strips fom a
teleprinter.  Some  press
cuttings present the text ofiettersé sent from the frontsigned by Miss Patricia Beauchamp Waddell
or by lieutenant Grace Ashley Smithth¢ later onesmay have beenwritten by Miss Patricia
Beauchamp Waddell, as suggested by her handwritten corrections)].

All these documentgogether form a unique account with an exceptional documentary interest
[particularly consideringhe lack of preparation ahe Frencharmyhealth services].

This is aunique historical documentpf whichthe importancespeaks for itself












Grace Mc Dougall AshkSmith at Pirbright



